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Student  ministers  came  from  around 
the  state  to  gather  at  the  Student 
Minister's  Retreat  at  Lake  Tiak  CTkhata 
near  Louisville  November  9-11.  The 
event,  sponsored  by  the  Disdpleship  and 
Family  Ministries  Department  (DFM)  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  is  an  annual  gathering  much 
issippi  student  ministers. 
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Conference  leadfers  included  Jon 
Daniels,  pastor  of  Country  Woods 


In  Arlington,  Tn.  Tom  Edward9  ot 
'Clinton,  was  worship  leader.  Naomi 
Nichols  offered  a  spouse's  session. 

"Wfe  target  all  of  our  student  ministers. 
We  try  to  oner  things  for  part-time  and  full¬ 
time  student  ministers,  veterans  and  rook¬ 
ies,"  said  DFM  consultant  Ken  Hall.  "One 
thing  we  strive  for  is  to  offer  opportunities 
to  break  into  groups  and  share  ideas.  Our 
hope  is  Aat  veterans  can  share  some  wis¬ 
dom  with  younger  ones,  and  younger  ones 
can  share  new  ideas  with  the  older  ones. 

"We  try  to  go  through  the  list  of  atten¬ 
dees  and  divide  the  group  into  four 
smaller  groups.  We  try  to  arrange  it  so 
that  ministers  from  different  parts  of  the 
state  are  put  together." 

Roundtable  discussion  groups  includ¬ 
ed  sessions  on  Sunday  School /Bible 


Newberry's  session  topics  included  orga 
nizing  die  life  of  the  youth  pastor;  build¬ 
ing  and  training  a  ministry  team;  35+ 
things  I've  learned  in  35+  years  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  pastor;  campus  ministry  and  cultur¬ 
al  issues;  and  the  long  approach  to  stu¬ 
dent  ministiy...  building  a  ministry  that 
impacts  students  for  a  lifetime. 

Hall  noted  that  several  of  the  student 
ministers  attending  paid  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  out  of  their  own  pockets.  One  pas¬ 
tor  sent  his  student  minister  because  he 
knew  it  would  be  beneficial.  Some  of 
those  attending  had  never  had  any  sort 
of  formal  ministry  training  at  all. 

Several  student  ministers  were  involved 
in  planning  die  retreat.  "They  do  most  jf 
the  work,”  Hall  stated.  The  committee  con¬ 
sisted  of  Chad  Thompson,  Calvary  Church, 
Itipelo;  Chris  Thomas,  First  Church, 
Aberdeen;  Coleman  Nichols,  First  Church, 
Sumrali;  Jason  McGuffie,  Immanuel 
Church,  Vicksburg;  Austin  Bahm,  First 
Church,  Jacksort /Madison  Campus; 
Shawn  Moore,  Ecru  Church,  Ecru;  and 
Jason  Holmes,  First  Church,  Brookhaven 

Several  issues  revol  vingarour  d  the  state 
of  student  ministry  in  2009  emerged  during 
conversations  with  those  attending, 

Sam  Taylor,  student  minister  at 
Monticello  Church,  Monticello,  was  one  of 
the  participants  at  the  retreat. 

"This  retreat  is  always  a  good  time  for 
training  and  equipping  youth  ministers," 
said  Taylor.  "I* ve  built  some  great  rela¬ 
tionships  with  guys  from  around  the 
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state.  Every  year  I  go  I  enjoy  the  keynote 
speaker  ana  other  leaders,  but  I  also 
learn  from  die  other  people  there.  I  come 
home  refreshed." 

When  asked  what  types,  of  challenges 
are  facing  students  in  youth  groups  these 
days,  Taylor  said,  "One  big  difficulty  is 
that  kids  are  so  busy  —  the  demands  of 
society  and  school  are  huge.  Parents 
want  them  to  excel  in  extracurricular 
activities  and  school  work.  Sometimes 
there  isn't  a  whole  lot  of  time  for  them  to 
grow  in  their  faith  and  spend  time  in 
their  church  and  youth  ministry  activi¬ 
ties.  With  teenagers,  you  have  to  make 
sure  you  use  the  time  you  have  with 
them  to  the  best  of  your  ability. 

"Typically,  school  activities  win  out 
because  that's  what  parents  want,"  con¬ 
tinued  Taylor.  "Of  course  you  want  kids 
to  have  good  grades,  and  to  make  the  all- 
star  team.  The  values  of  the  parents  usu¬ 
ally  wins  out  in  those  situations." 

Taylor  believes  that  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  the  church  can  give  teenagers 
is  to  be  straightforward  in  presenting  the 
Gospel.  "We  want  to  teach  God's  word 
and  offer  disdpleship,"  Taylor  said.  "A 
lot  of  times  we  think  teenagers  need  a  lot 
of  games,  or  throwing  marshmallows  all 
over  the  place,  but  I  rind  that  teenagers 
are  hungry  to  learn  and  to  know  God's 
Word.  They  want  to  have  something  gen¬ 
uine  and  authentic.  They  want  to  be  part 
of  something  that's  real.  We  want  them 
to  be  independently  dependent  on  God. 
He  is  the  source  of  their  strength  and 
power,  and  know  that  for  themselves." 

Lance  Word,  student  minister  at  Poplar 
Springs  Drive  Church,  Meridian,  echoed 
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many  of  the  same  sentiments.  "We  have  a 
strong  network  here  in  Mississippi," 
Word  said.  "The  retreat  is  always  a  place 
to  get  challenged  and  motivated  It  helps 
us  stay  as  sharp  as  we  can  be." 

Word  had  counsel  for  student  minis¬ 
ters  just  starting  out  in  their  work.  "I 
think  the  upcoming  generation  is  strong, 
but  I'd  challenge  them  to  not  be  biblical¬ 
ly  illiterate  —  Urey  need  to  have  motiva¬ 
tion  to  be  mature  in  Christ.  It's  a  differ¬ 
ent  world  from  when  I  started."  Word 
has  been  in  ministry  since  1982. 

Word  noted  that  out  of  his  church's 
graduating  class  this  past  year,  three  out  of 
the  eight  graduates  had  acknowledged 
calls  to  the  ministry.  "The  world  is  a  much 
busier  place  than  when  I  grew  up,"  said 
Word,  *but  this  is  a  much  more  fervently 
worshipping  generation,  too." 

When  asked  what  challenges  he  faced 
in  ministry  today.  Word  said,  "It's  more  of 
a  paradigm  shift  than  anything  else.  I've 
always  been  wired  toward  worship  and 
disdpleship.  We've  tried  to  make  sure 
young  people  have  more  ownership"  of 
the  ministry,  where  kids  actually  are  dis- 
dpling  somebody  else  while  they  are 
being  disdpled  themselves.  At  Poplar 

c r»«  vo  u/n  frv  fn  fnnic  r»n  Hicrinlp- 


are  to  disdpfe  their  own  kids  at  home. 

"I  war.*  to  encourage  our  young  peo¬ 
ple  to  have  their  own  disdpleship  plans, 
so  that  the  more  mature  youth  mentor 
younger  youth.  What's  beautiful  about  it 
was  mat  this  was  their  idea.  I  hadn't 
thought  in  the  way  they  thought  It's 
great  to  see  that  many  young  people 
have  a  desire  to  go  deeper." 
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feel-good  sports  movie  based 
on  a  true  story;  there  are 
scores  of  those.  The  movie 
does  not  shy  away  at  all  from 
the  fact  that  the  luohy's  are  a 
Christian  family,  motivated 
by  their  faith.  I  can't  tell  you 
how  refreshing  it  is  to  see 
such  a  household  portrayed 
in  a  mainstream  Hollywood 


attended  a  sold -out  show¬ 
ing  of  The  Blind  Side  this 
past  Saturday.  Even  if  you 
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Blind  Side' 
s  to  the  heart 
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aren't  a  football  fan,  there  is 
much  to  love  in  this  movie.  If 
you  are  a  football  fan,  espe¬ 
cially  on  SEC  fan,  you'll  love 
it  even  more  — and  if  you  are 
an  Ole  Miss  fan,  well,  it  won't 


film  not  as  caricatures,  buf¬ 
foons,  or  crazies,  but  as  real, 
sympathetic  people.  While 
the  movie  does  not  wear  its 
faith  on  its  sleeve,  viewers 
have  to  ask:  "What  makes 
these  people  live  the  way  they 

«,  . - -  0~  --  do?"  Some  might  say  it  is  sim- 

The  Tuohy's  are  a  wealthy  pie  human  decency,  but  take 
household  —  father  Sean  has  note  of  how  Leigh  Anne  says 
ng  in  Taco  Bell  and  grace  during  fee  Thanks-giv- 
-tood  frim/’ises  mg  meal  with  Oher.  This  is  a 
abasketbaL'  star  at  family  feat  is  grounded  in 
school  Ole  Missj;  and  mom  Leigh  what  matters. 

Anne  is  an  interior  designer  Any  movie  that  doesn  t  shy 
wife  a  hilarious  scorn  for  use-  away  from  portraying  faith, 
less  tradition.  Just  watch  the  hope,  and  charity  gets  a  hearty 
interplay  between  Leigh  Anne  thumbs-up  from  me.  We 


ten  and  directed  by  Texan  and 
Baylor  Law  graduate  John  Ue 
Hancock,  also  known  for  The 

I?  stare  she  takes  him  into  their  house-  Tuohy  famil; 

Samira  Bullock  and  Tun  hold  not  because  he  might  g 
MoGraw  (who  has  some  fee  school  a  winning  team,! 

Mississippi  ties  himseif)  as  Leigh  just  because  it  was  fee  nj 
Aime  and  Sean  Tbohy.  In  an  thing  to  do.  Ultimately, 
amazing  turn,  the  newcomer  Tuhoy's  become  Oher  s  legal  made 
Quinton  Aaron  plays  Michael  guardians.  It's  no  spoiler  to  other 
Oher.  The  true  story,  known  to  reveal  that  Oher  comes  to  excel  (after 

many,  tells  of  how  Chet,  wearing  not  only  on  the  high  t - 

only  shorts  and  a  t-shirt,  is  Bier-  level,  but  goes  on  to  become  a 
ally  picked  up  off  the  street  on  a  star  player  at  fee  University  of 
cold .  damp  night  by  Leigh  Anne  Mississippi  and  wife  fee  NFL  s 
and  taken  to  her  family' s  extniv-  Baltimore  Ravens.  ■  t  I  1 

agant  home  in  an  exclusive  area  The  movie  does  a  greatjob  her  lunch 

(^Memphis.  The  movie  goes  on  of  mixing  family  life  and  foot-  $18-for-a-sala 
to  tell  tire  story  of  his  miraculous  ball,  which  are  two  things  the  Memphis  Yoi 
path  from  a  Memphis  ghetto  to  impoverished  African-  lafeesnist  hfc 

toe  National  Football  League.  American  Oher  had  never  Sandra  Bu 
Oher  was  enrolled  in  a  experienced.  What  starts  out  role  of  Leigh 
Briarcrest  Christian  School  in  on  the  part  of  fee  Tbohy's  as  gntandfiretc 
Memphis.  The  school's  foot-  just  a  simple  gesture  of  kind-  calls  for  som. 
ball  coach,  a  man  named  ness  turns  into  something  soul-searchin; 

Cotton,  saw  in  Oher  fee  poten-  much  more  interesting  and  Tim  McGraw  onrtgs  a  sense  01 
tial  for  a  terrific  football  play-  nuanced.  Oher  becomes  a  part  bemusement  and  weary  nesig 
er;  Oher's  nickname  was '  Bi«  of  fee  Tuohy  family,  even  to  nation  to >  jote  as  her  hus- 
Mike,"  tipping  the  scales  at  fee  extent  feat  the  youngest  band.  He  Prett>\ 
over  300  pounds  and  towering  child,  S.J.,  introduces  Oher  as  along  with  her  just  to  keep  th< 
well  over  six  feet  tail.  Cotton  s  "my  big  brother."  ^ 

motives  weren't  exactly  noble.  There  is  a  lot  of  comedy  and  Ire^s  fee  real  b«kbone  in  th< 
and  the  movie  goes  into  some  drama  inherent  in  this  story,  relationship.  Quinton  Aaror 
detail  as  to  how  Oher  was  able  The  visual  contrast  of  the  huge  brings  the  sofr-spoken  unas 
to  enroll  in  fee  elite  school  Li  young  black  man  entering  a  turning,  yet  hulking  teenagi 
the  first  place.  When  Leigh  white  southern  Christian  Oher  to  toudung  life. 

A — „  nw  k  a  rlaSi-  academy  s  funny  and  uncom-  Here  s  fee  hook  in  w_ha 
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INGTON  (BP) —  The  diseases  because  of  their  ability 
Zalifornia's  stem  cell  to  transform  into  other  cells 
has  awarded  $230  .  and  tissues.  The  biotech  indus- 
primarily  to  non-  try  has  long  promoted  research 
ic  research,  in  the  with  embryonic  stem  cells 
implicitly  admitting  because  of  their  pluripotency, 
ic  experiments  a*-*  which  means  they  can  trans- 
ther  trom  producing  form  into  any  cell  or  tissue, 
in  human  beings.  Embryonic  stem  cell 

ilifomia  Institute  for  researches  not  proven  nearly 
th  e  Medicine  (C3RM)  as  effective  as  experiments  with 
billion,  10-year  effort  other  types  of  stem  cells. 

I  by  voters  in  2004  in  Trials  using  adult  stem  cells 

that  least  ‘73  ailments  in  human 
stem  beings,  despite  the  fact  such 


BAPTISTS 


to  then-President  have  produced  therapies  for  at  i 

V.  Bush's  policy  that  least  73  ailments  in  human  |pg 
deral  funds  for  stem  beings,  despite  the  fact  such 

rch  that  results  in  the  cells  are  not  considered  pluripo-  ./'IMJJB 

on  of  human  tent,  according  to  Do  No  Harm, 

Extracting  stem  cells  a  coalition  promoting  ethics  in  MgMpW 
embryo  destroys  the  research.  Among  the  afflictions 

human  befog.  treated  by  adult  stem  cells  are 

has  made  grants  to  cancer, juvenile  diabetes,  multi-  1  .  .  , 

r  efforts  that  involve  pie  sclerosis,  heart  damage,  Geron  received  the  PDAs 

ic  stem  cells,  while  Parkinson's,  sickle  cell  anemia,  permission  in  January  to  pro- 

10  others  to  non-  and  spinal  cord  injuries.  Do  No  ceed  with  the  first  U.S.  embry- 

ic  projects,  according  Harm  reports.  onto  stem  cell  experiments  m 

?w  York  Times.  Scientists  have  discovered  human  beings.  At  the  tune,  the 

project  approved  for  induced  pluripotent  stem  (iPS)  company  announced  its  plan  to  that^  a 

October  28  involves  cells  in  the  last  two  years,  pro-  inject  | 

g  stem  cells  from  a  ducing  great  promise  for  cures  the  po 

heart  and  inserting  without  the  ethical  problems  of  as  10 

ck  into  his  heart  to  embryonic  stem  cell  research,  inject! 

art  attack  damage,  The  In  iPS  research,  scientists  con-  14  da; 

eported.  The  study  vert  adult  cells  into  cells  that  cords 

Eduardo  Marban  of  have  nearly  the  identical  prop-  n~ 

iinai  Medical  Center,  erties  of  embryonic  ones. 

.ryonic  stem  cells  may  Neither  procuring  stem  cells 
such  patients.  from  non-embryonic  sources 

ast  thing  we  want  to  do  nor  transforming  adult  stem 
rogue  heart  cells,''  he  cells  into  embryonic-like  ones 
oraing  to .  The  Times,  harms  the  donor, 
tic  stem-cell  research  Meanwhile,  the  development 
plagued  by  die  devel-  of  cysts  in  animal  experiments 
/tumors  in  lab  animals,  has  prompted  the  U.S.  Food  and 
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Also,  no  teratomas,  which 
are  tumors  that  may  or  may  not 
be  malignant,  developed  in  the 
animals,  Geron  said. 

Geron  did  report,  however, 
*  :  a  "iust  compk'  ’  “ * — 1 
embryonic  stem  cells  at  study  showed  a  1 
int  of  damage  in  as  many  quency  of  cysts.’ 
paralyzed  patients.  The  recently  finished  a 
ins  would  occur  within  did  not  produce 
rs  of  foe  patients'  spinal  according  to  Geron. 

_ being  injured.  The  firm  is  coope 

Pro-life  advocates  and  others  the  FDA  in  an  eno 
oppose  embryonic  stem  cell  the  human  trial,  Gei 
research  based  on  what  it  does  Since  the  FDA  [ 
to  donor  embryos  and  poten-  the  go-ahead  to 
tially  to  patients.  human  trial  with 

Southern  Baptist  bioethirist  stem  cells,  U.S. 

C  Ben  Mitchell  said  foe  FDA  Barack  Obama  has 
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G  Ben  Mitchell  said  foe  FDA 
hold  on  Geron' s  trial  "shows 
once  again  that  not  only  is  it 
unethical  to  destroy  embryos 
for  their  stem  cells,"  out  embry¬ 
onic  stem  cell  research  "results 
in  serious  worries  about  safety." 

_ _ _ _ D _  "To  conduct  human  trials 

acknowledged  foe  reason  for  would  be.  morally  uncon- 
foe  delay,  and  foe  Menlo  Park,  scionable,"  said  Mitchell,  foe 
Ca„  biotechnology  firm  said  the  Graves  professor  of  moral  phi- 
FDA  had  placed  a  hold  on  foe  losophy  at  Union  University 
proposed  trial  on  human  beings  in  Jackson,  Tn.,  and  a  consul¬ 
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Requests  the  -s 
Honor  of 
i  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now1. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned. ) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death  (1  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  foe  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  .ov- 
ing  relationship  with  H;  ji.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

‘But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


'.lings  continue 

SHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  I3fo  Christian  leader  in  Somalia 
een  killed  by  Islamic  extremists,  according  to  foe 
ngton-based  human  rights  organization  International 
tan  Concern  (ICC).  As  reported  by  ICC  in  a  November  16 
release,  Ali  Hussein  Weheliye,  pastor  of  an  underground 
i  in  Mogadishu,  Somalia's  Capital  was  returning  home 
i  worshfo  service  October  10  when  he  was  ambushed  and 
v  two  masked  men  that  ICC  described  as  members  of  ah 
b,  an  insurgent  Muslim  group  that  has  risen  to  prominence 
sit  months.  Wteheliye  was  taken  to  a  hospital  where  he  died 
wounds  on  October  20.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  a 
iter  who  are  now  in  hiding  fearing  for  their  lives.  AJ- 
b,  a  rebel  group  linked  to  al-Qatda  that  has  taken  over  large 


Jerry  Johnson,  assistant  director  of  development  at  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  acknowledges  meeting  with  students  in  an  effort  to  elect 
conservative  officers  at  foe  1999  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention. 


n  life  and  freedom  of  religion."  ICC  urged  Christians  to 
for  God  to  comfort  and  strengthen  Pastor  Ali's  wife  and 
iter.  Please  pray  for  courage  and  wisdom  to  underground 
in  Somalia."  Somalia  si  Christians  comprise  less  than 
scent  of  foe  African  nation's  9.8  million  people 


A  record  7000  people,  marked  by  large  delegations  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  coming  from  every  section  of  the  state,  are  present  for  the  closing 
youth  rally  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at  Hinds  Memorial 


Stadium  in  Jackson. 
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is  actually  the  largest  mission 
offering  taken  by  any  group, 
denomination,  or  mission  organi¬ 
sation  as  Baptists  across  the 
nation  say,  "We  want  to  send  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  to  every 
nation,"  Let  God  guide  you  in 
your  personal  giving,  but  do 
something  magnmcent  to 
honor  Him  during  this 
Christmas  Season. 

it?  It  was  not  Every  dollar  of  the  Lottie 
kJ  to  give  at  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
.  meetings  International  Missions  is  used 
owledge  we  to  touch  the  nations  of  the 
i  offering  for  world. This  offering  is  used  to 
ivention  ses-  penetrate  the  darkness,  and  it 
d  to  be  was  a  is  not  used  for  administrative 


Tto  Giving  State 


i  Futral,  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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exception,  it  is  die  same  state:  whole  world  to  carry  the  light  Can 
Mississippi.  With  all  of  our  of  Jesus.  We  were  going  to  give  like 
faults  ana  failures  and  even  each  Convention  attendee  one  the. 
with  our  undeserved  and  dis-  of  the.-*  little  lights.  Later  in  the  beca 
torted  image,  the  people  of  this  service  we  would  use  them  haw 
state  continue  to  be  the  most  and  all  erf  us  in  the  darkness  any! 
charitable,  gracious,  and  giving  would  turn  cm  our  lights  and  sion 
people  in  America.  I  certainly  sing,  “This  little  light  of  mine,  I'm  rest 
recognize  that  this  study  covers  gonna  let  it  shine.'  DN, 

all  of  the  folks  in  our  state  I  watched  as  the  people  start-  and 
regardless  of  birth  and  back-  ed  passing  the  buckets  to  give  mg 
ground,  religion  or  resources,  people  a  light.  I  immediately  r 
We  generally  stay  pretty  close  noticed  that  people  were  reach-  the 
to  thebottoriv  of  the  list  of  states  ing  for  their  billtolds.  Several  of  opp 
when  it  comes  to  high  earning  the  people  who  were  giving  out  pos 
ability,  but  then  we  turn  around  the  lights  told  them,  Tto,  no.  waj 
and  give  so  graciously.  We  are  not  taking  an  offering  of  i 

In  the  midst  of  all  of  those  We  are  giving  you  something.  sup 
giving  folks  in  Mississippi  .ue  Some  oTthe  fofe  were  shocked,  offe 
toe  wonderful  men  and  women,  Inspiteof  telling  them  this  was  a  Loti 

boys  and  girls,  young  and  old,  gift  Wig  given  are!  no  offering  _ 

who  are  Baptists  and  give  to  was  being  taken,  they  still  gave 
mission  causes,  church  causes,  Even  with  telling  them  not  to 

benevolent  causes,  and  almost  g  gs  ...  g  ti 

an  endless  list  of  possibilities.  rmlr 

business*  Of  If  A 

Oftentimes  when  1  am  speaking  PwnRRj  «  jo  days-  J 
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folks  about  the  good  things 
about  Mississippi.  One  of  those 
good  things  ts  toe  generous 
spirit  of  her  people.  1  sometimes 
tell  that  we  may  not  kw-rf?  how 
to  make  a  lot  of  money,  bo*  we 
do  know  how  to  give.  If  given 


CORNERSTONE  CHURCH  NON- 
TRADITIONAL  NEW  CHURCH 

start  in  Umar  county  seeking  bi-voca- 


heart  that  may  become  greedy 
and  ungiving,  I  will  always 
choose  generosity. 

Recently  I  was  reminded  erf 
just  how  gracious  the  people  in 
Mississippi  are.  At  tine  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention's 
Tuesday  night  session  during 
the  presentation  of  the 
Executive  Direct"' 
was  going  to  be  ] 
then  demonstra! 


tionai  teaching  pastor  to  serve  as  part 
cm  two  person  staff.  MUST  have  pas¬ 
sion  to  lead  and  reach  the  'hard  to 
reach.'  Interim  position  available. 
Send  r&umd  to  fttetor  Search  Team,  55 
Beach  Rd„  Purvis,  MS  39475,  or 
email  BAW8HiamsonlNe.com  _ 


hdw  we 
e  world. 


During  toe  swig  service  at  a 
particularly  time,  people  were 
in  place  said  ready  to  hand  out 
small  little  pocket  flashlights. 
"Mississippi  Baptists  -  Acts 
liT  was  printed  on  the  flash¬ 
lights  to  remind  us  to  go  where 


Find  faith.  Find  family.  Find  your  future. 
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William  Carey  University's 

Tradition  Campus,  dedicat¬ 
ed  in  August  2009,  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  Mississippi 
Associated  Builders  and 
Contractors  with  the  2009 
Associated  Builders  and 
Contractors  (ABC)  Award 
for  Excellence  in 
Construction.  The  Tradition 
Campus  contractor;  Hanco 
Corporation,  was  also  hon- 


and  a  high  degree  of  quality 
common  with  ABC  mem¬ 
bers.  Shown  is  Bob  Blevins, 
director  of  facilities  at  WCU. 


Walter  Butler,  professor 
emeritus  of  William  Carey 
University,  has  published  a 
new  book,  A  Mansion  in 
Glory  Land,  with  Xulon 
Press.  The  book  reflects  the 
inspiration,  scripture,  study 
ana  prayer  about  “Heaven, 
the  yew  Jerusalem,  and  that 
House  '  not  made  with 
Hands." A  book  signing  far 
A  Mansion  in  dory  Land 
will  be  Saturday,  Nov.  28 
from  10  aun.  until  12  noon  at 
the  Baptist  Bible  &  Book 
House  on  Commerce  Street 
in  Laurel. 


theatre  and  communication 
department,  is  shown  out 
props  on  foe  theatre  table 
before  the  November  13 
William  Carey  University 
Open  House.  Eighty-five 


The  annual  Bobby  Halford 
Holiday  Baseball  Camp  for 
youth  ages  7-17  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  December  29-31  on 
the  William  Carey 
University  campus  in 
Hattiesburg.  The  hours  are 
9:00  a.m.-3KX)  p.m  on 
December  29-30,  and  9d)0 
a.m.-12:00  noon  on 
December  31.  Cost  is  $100, 
which  indudes  instruction, 
camp  T-shirt,  and  two  noon 
meals.  Instructors  indude 
Carey  coaches  and  area 
scouts  under  foe  direction  of 
Coach  Halford.  For  more 
information,  call  the  baseball 
office,  (601)  318-6110,  or  foe 
office  of  external  relations, 
(601)  318-6192,  or  write 
Bobby  Halford  Baseball 
Camp,  William  Carey 
University,  498  Tuscan 
Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401,  .  or  email 

bhalfoid@wmcarey.edu. 


Mari  Kenney,  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  for  theatre 
and  communication,  and 
Tim  Matheny,  chair  of  foe 


five  students,  their  families 
and  visitors  attended  foe 
Open  House  where  guests 
toured  the  campus,  met 
with  faculty,  received  finan¬ 
cial  aid  and  admission 
information,  met  student 
representatives  during  a 
Student  Activities  Fair  and 
lunch.  The  next  WCU  Open 
House  is  December  11  and 
will  feature  a  Christinas 
themed  branch.  For  infor¬ 
mation  call  foe  admission 
office  at  (601)  318-6103. 


!#ifx 


4.  Kenney  and  Matheny 
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4.  Rock)  Point  Church,  Leake  Association 


|  will  present  A 
Crossgates  Christmas  2009 
Dec.  5  and  6,  3:30  and  7 


more  information,  call  (601) 
825-2562. 

A  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Leake  Association,  had  the 
most  present  at  die  associa- 


a 


•x'k: 


5.  Yellow  Leaf  Church,  Oxford 


and  his 


9.  New  Zion  Church,  Braxton 


/ 


XI 


6.  North  Carrollton  Church,  North  Car 


10,  Rolling  Creek  Church,  Clarke  Association 


reception  celebrating  47 
years  in  mime  and  mis- 
sions  ministries  Shown  are 
the  Callahans. 

11.  New  Life  Fellowship, 

Oakland,  recently  licensed 
Jerry  C.  King  to  die  min- 

istrv.  Shown  are  Bobbie 

King,  King,  ami  pastor 

,  Jerry  W.  South 


f 


11.  Now  life  Fellowship,  Oakland 


THE  Baftsst  Rrosd 


who  were  recently  appoint¬ 
ed  missionaries  with  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board's  M.O.S.T.  program. 
They  are  charged  with  die 
operation  of  a  food  bank 
outreach  to  needy  families 
in  the  area.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  ministry, 
God's  Warehouse,  or  to 
book  Mallory  Ware  to 


Mize,  is 


18.  Algoma  Church,  Algoma 
is  hosting  its  18th  annual 
drive-through  Nativity 
Dec.  11  - 12. 6  -  9  p.m.  Free. 

19.  Faith  Church,  Charleston, 
ordained  Tyrone  Newsom 
as  deacon  Nov.  14.  Shown 
are  pastor  Marvin 
Overstreet,  Newsom,  and 


(601)  507-3475. 


20.  Rankin  Association 


speak,  call 


21 .  West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth 


12.  Unity  Church,  Magnolia, 
will  host  Brandon  Andrews 
in  concert  Dec.  6, 7  p.m. 

13.  First  Church,  Columbus, 
sent  a  mission  team  to 
Corumba,  Brazil.  The 
group  did  construction 
work,  medical  work, 
women's  ministry,  and 
children's  Bible  school. 

14.  Longino  Church, 

Philadelphia,  will  host 
Tun  Frith  and  the  Gospel 
Echoes  Nov.  28, 7  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call 


22.  Meadowood  Church,  Amory 


24.  New  Life  Church,  McLain 


23.  Faith  Church,  Ovett 


i3E 


oTJTTFm 
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hosting  a  ladies  confer¬ 
ence  Jan.  16;  10  a.m. 
Tickets,  $10.  Barbie 
Bassett,  guest  speaker.  For 


20.  The  Rankin  Association 

hosted  a  Craftapalooza  Sept 
12  where  each  vendor  donat¬ 
ed  15%  of  its  profit  to  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State 
Miswin  Offering.  Shown  are 
Rankin  Association  WMU 
directors  Debbie  Barron  (L) 
and  Chrissy  Epsy  (R)  pre¬ 
senting  a  $1300  check  to 
David  Michel  Associate 
Executive  Director, 

Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board 

21.  West  Corinth  Church, 
Corinth,  ordained  Todd 
Welch  as  deacon  Nov.  1. 
Shown  is  the  lAfekh  family. 

22  During  a  Court  of  Honor 
Nov.  1  at  Meadowood 
Church,  Amory,  Eagle  Scout 


25.  Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


Sam  Baker  received  two  reli¬ 
gious  awards:  The  God  and 
Life  Award  and  the  Four  Star 
Recipient  Award.  Shown  are 
youth  minister  Casey 
Deaton,  Baker;  and  Baptists 
for  Scouting  member  Van 
East,  Jr. 

23.  Faith  Church,  Ovett,  has 
hung  a  sign  marking  the 
church's  commitment  to  the 
message  erf  Acts  IB  behind 
the  pulpit  Shown  are  pastor 
James  Balliet  and  Nonnie 
Jefcoat,  pastor  of  Plain  way 
Church  Laurel. 

24  New  Life  Church,  McLain, 
ordained  Phillip  Erkhart  to 


die  ministry  Nov.  15.  He  has 
been  called  to  Thompson 
Hill  Church  McLain,  as  pas¬ 
tor.  Shown  are  Walter  Sellers, 
Tommy  Brill  Christa 

Erkhart,  Erkhart.  Jerry 
Rawls,  Simon  Erkhart  Leon 
Parnell  and  Jimmy 

Holcomb. 

25.  Rocky  Creek  Church, 

Lucedale,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 

cation.  Shown  are  die  partic¬ 
ipants.  Greg  Barker;  pastor 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org, 
to  learn  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist 
opportunities. 
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19.  Faith  Church,  Charleston 


15.  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  will  present 
The  Glory  of  Christmas 
Dec.  6, 3  pm.  Cad  (601 )  296- 
.  8000  for  more  information. 


Amanda  Ware,  Louisville, 
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WASHINGTON  (BP  and  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  discriminated  against  when  it 
local  reports)  -  The  newly  did  Republican  Congressman  comes  to  their  ^productive 
unveiledU.S.  Senate  health-  Gregg  Harper.  health  owe.  Tj%eS«wte  b»ll 

care  bill  has  the  same  problem  The  Stupak-Pitts  maintains  the  compromise 

the  U.S.  House  of  Amendment  overturned  an  that  has  1 been  m  place  for 
Representatives'  version  did  earlier  amendment  by  Rep.  decades  that  prohibits  the  use 
tXeitwas  amended.  pro-life  Lois  Capps.  D.-Ca.  that  autho  of  federal  funds  for  abortion, 
advocates  say:  it  authorizes  rized  funding  for  abortions  in  but  allows  a  woman  to  use 
federal  funds  for  abortions  in  a  the  Public  Option  ami  subsi-  her  own  private  funds, 
government-managed  program  dies  for  private  plans  that  cover  Pro-lifere  denied  d»  Senate 
and  for  subsidtesof  the  proce-  jtoortions  After  Reid  presented  language  wdlmaintainthe  sta- 
dures  in  private  plans.  his  bill,  Capps  said  she  was  tus  quo.  The  Stupak-Pitts 

Senate  Majority  Leader  pleased  wi&Tus  approach.  "It  Amendment  would  preverU 
Harry  Reid,  a  Democrat  from  appears  that  (the  Senate]  federal  subsidies  for  abortion 
Nevada,  released  his  2,074-  approach  dosely  mirrors  my  by  applying  the  principles  of 

Biters 

Committee  (NRLC)  pointed  said  in  a  written  statement  to  the  new  programs  created  by 

to  the  abortion-funding  pro-  Richard  Land,  president  of  the  health  care  legislabon, 
vision  within  hours.  the  Ethics  A  Religious  Liberty  NRLC s  Johnson  said.  "Those 

The  Senate  bill,  titled  the  Commission  of  the  Southern  principles  prohibit  both  direct 
Patient  Protection  and  Baptist  Convention  in  funding  of  abortion  proce- 
Affordabie  Cam  Aa  fails  to  Nashville,  said  “same  of  die  dures,  and  subsidy  for  plans 
include  a  Hou-^e-adopted  language  in  the  Senate  bill  is  thatcovw elective abortions, 
amendment  that  prohibits  fed-  unacceptable,  just  as  the  The  Stupak-Pitts  Amend- 
eral  hinds  for  abortion,  instead  Capps  Amendment  was  unac-  ment,  which  allows  excep- 
incorporating  “completely  ceptable  in  the  House.  tions  for  a  threat  to  the  life  of 

unacceptable  language  that  “The  Stupak-Pitts  the  mother  and  pregnancies 

would  result  in  coverage  of  Amendment  is  the  minimum  by  rape  or  incest,  does  not  bar 
abortion  on  demand  in  two  big  required  for  any  genuinely  women  from  using  their  own 
new  federal  government  pro-  pro-life  person,  said  Lana,  money  to  purchase  a  rider 
eraxns,"  said  Douglas  Johnson,  People  who  claim  to  be  pro-  that  covers  abortion. 

NRLCs  legislative  director.  life  aid  accept  Capras  have  hx  other  ^ejekm- 

Reid  won  a  cloture  vote  in  pro-life  views  as  a  preference,  ments  in  toe  continuing  fight 
the  Senate  on  November  21  not  as  a  conviction.  Stupak-  over  abortion  funding  in 
that  shut  off  protests  from  Pitts  is  the  bottom  line."  health-care  reform: 

opposing  senators  and  sent  The  massive  Senate  bill,  US.  President  Obama  indi- 
tne  legislation  to  the  Senate  which  begins  addressing  abor-  wasuiditely  £*515 

floor  for  debate.  bon  on  page  116,  attempts  to  healdi-care  included 

Shortly  before  barely  pass-  conceal  (the]  unpopular  reali-  the  Stupak-Pitts  Amendment, 
ing  its  health-care  reform  leg-  fy“  that  it  funds  abortions  In  a  November  18  interview 
is/ation  on  November  7,  toe  "with  layers  of  contrived  define  with  Fox  News,  the  president 
House  approved  an  amend-  i tions  and  hollow  bookkeeping  said  he  was  looking  for  a  bal- 
ment  by  Reps.  Bart  Stupak,  requirements,-'  Johnson  said  in  ance  between  federal  money 
D.-Mi.,  and  Joe  Pitts,  R.-Pa„  a  written  statement  not  paying  for  abortions  and 

to  bar  government  coverage  House  Minority  Leader  John  restrictions  not  being  placed  on 

of  abortion  in  the  “public  Boehner  of  Ohio  said  the  Senate  women's  choices.  .  _ _ ^ 

option"  and  federal  subsidies  bill  would  require,  as  did  the  When  asked  if  die  Stupak- 
for  lower-income  people  in  House  version  before  it  was  Pitts  language  achieved  that 
private  insurance  plans  that  amended,  all  participants  in  the  balance,  Obama  said.  Not  yet 
cover  abortions.  Sixty-four  government-run  plan  to  pay  a 


Charter  Buses,  Shuttle  Busses,  Package  Tours 

Locations 

Ridgeland,  Memphis, 
Birmingham,  Little  Rock 

Call  Today  for  More  Information! 

601-605-4483  or  800-233-5307 


amendment  Congressmen  Sen.  Barbara  Boxer,  a  Ca. 
Travis  Childers  and  Gene  Democrat,  said  the  Senate  bill 
Tayioc  both  Democrats,  voted  "will  keep  women  from  being 


L.D.  O’Mire 
Insurance 

Ridgeland,  MS 
CaH  1 


1.  Mid-Delta  Association 
has  called  Tommy 
Williamson  as  assodation- 
al  missions  director  effec¬ 
tive  Oct.  1.  Williamson 
comes  from  Immanuel 
Church,  Greenwood. 


P.  O.  Box  1498,  Ridgeland,  MS  39158 
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Other  SBC  leaders  who 
signed  the  declaration  include 
Jim  Law,  senior  associate  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Woodstock 
Ga.;  David  Docker)',  president 
of  Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Tn.;  Robert  Sloan/president  of 
Houston  Baptist  University; 
Hayes  Wicker,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Naples,  FI.,  and  aior- 
mer  president  of  the  SBC 
Pastors'  Conference;  C.  Ben 
Mitchell,  professor  of  moral  phi¬ 
losophy  at  Union  University; 
Russeu  D.  Moore,  senior  vice 
president  for  academic  adminis¬ 
tration  and  dean  of  the  school  of 
theology  at  Southern  Seminary; 
Jonathan  Falwell,  pastor  of 
Thomas  Road  Church  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.;  Kay  Arthur, 
cofounder  of  Precept  Ministries 
International;  Herb  Lusk,  pastor 
of  Greater  Exodus  Church  in 
Philadelphia,'  Pa.;  David  Platt, 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  Brook 
Hills  in  Birmingham,  and  James 


ASH1NCT0N  (BP  and 
reports) — A  diverse  group 
Christian  leaders  joined 
her  November  20  to 
ire  a  commitment  to  defend 
anctity  of  human  life,  bibli- 
larriage.  and  religious  liber- 
ithout  compromise. 

a  ^700-word  statement 
ed  tire  Manhattan 
action,  about  150  evangtl- 
Roman  Catholic,  and 
am  Orthodox  signers  said 
together  to 


arace  our  ..  . 

k  and  act  in  support  of  the 
tty  of  all  human  beings, 
iage  as  the  union  of  a  man  dc€IARATION  A 
a  woman,  and  the  freedom  member  of  Firsl 
press  religious  convictions.  m,hl ir lv  annourci 

Wje  will  not  comply  with  haditionaS  mari  iai 
.•diet  that  purports  to  compel  ■’  the  dedaratio 
institutions  to  participate  in  *  . 

tions,  embryo-destructive 
irch,  assisted  suicide  and  threat  especially  on 
anasia,  or  any  other  anti-life  of  life  front"  said  Ro 
the  statement  says,  "norwill  a  Roman  Catholic  ai 
wd  to  any  rule  purporting  sor  at  Princeton 
roeus  to  bless  immoral  sexu-  "That's  the  result  ol 
artnerships,  treat  them  as  government  having 

luges  car  the  equivalent  or  tzation  drat  is  deep!)  -  - r — ,, 

iin  from  proclaiming  the  to  legal  abortion  and  [govern-  three  issues  the  statement  focuses  Mohler 
V  as  we  Know  it  about  ment  funding]  and  a  majority  in  on  "do  not  constitute  the  entirety  Southern 
ality  and  immorality  and  both  houses  of  Congress  that  of  Christian  moral  concerns  ''  t 
iage  and  the  family.  Wfe  will  share  drat  commitment...  "Obviously  not  But  drey 

arvi  ungrudgingly  render  to  "We  could  have  said  many  of  threshold  issues  on  which  ev< 

sar  what  is  Caesar's.  But  the  things  that  we  are  saying  thing  else  we  do  is  related," 
ar  no  circumstances  will  we  today  a  year  ago,  but  some  of  the  said.  "Our  concern  for  the  poor, 
er  to  Ccesar  what  is  God's."  things  we  are  saying  today  have  for  peacemaking  in  our  world, 
he  drafters  and  other  signers  an  urgency  to  them  as  a  result  of  for  the  care  of  creation,  our  con- 
he  Manhattan  Declaration  -  the  [Obama  administration}.''  cem  for  all  of  the  issues  of  nur- 
eiled  the  statement  at  a  turing  children  in  the  faith,  these 

hington  news  conference.  No  politics  involved  are  all  related  to  the  three  issues 

document  gets  its  name  Timothy  George,  a  Southern  we  are  talxing  about  today." 

r  the  location  of  the  first  Baptist  and  dean  of  the  Beeson  In  addition  to  Robert  George  I 

ting  committee  meeting.  Divinity  Satbol  at  Samford  and  Timothy  George,  Charles  heads  si) 

he  timing  of  the  docu-  Unitfertity  in  Birmingham  Colson  was  a  member  of  the  James  T. 
it's  release  10  months  into  agreed  and  added,  "[Tjhis  is  committee  that  drafted  the  emeritus  of  LifeWa' 
Obama  administration  was  not  a  politically  motivated  statement  with  input  from  Resources  in  Nasi 
.-ted  by  the  policy  proposals  agenda...  [Wjhile  tire  urgency  many  of  foe  signers.  Colson,  a  also  is  a  former  SBC 
he  new  president  and  a  of  the  moment  is  impacted  by  member  of  former  President  and  Bob  Reccord,  fc 
loer a t-con trolled  Congress,  what's  going  on  around  us,  and  Richard  Nixon's  inner*  circle  ident  of  the  North 
foe  principles  in  the  state-  we  need  to  be  discerning  of  who  served  prison  time  in  foe  Mission.  In  ad 
it  are  timeless,  they  said.  that,  the  principles  that  under-  Watergate  scandal  and  who  Draper,  another  fi 

If  you  look  at  the  Manhattan  gird  the  Manhattan  Declaration  went  on  to  found  Prison  president  listed  a 

iaration,  we  are  clear  that  we  are  enduring.  They  are  motivat-  Fellowship  Ministries,  is  a  mem-  signatories  is  Jacl 


resources  of  our  faith,  and  in  Among  other  Sou 
that  serose,  it's  a  statement  that  Baptists  who  signed  foe 

could  have  been  made  last  year,  ment  were  Richard  Land.  „  .  ... 

10  years  ago,  and  we  think  will  derot  of  foe  Ethics  &  Religious  White,  pastor  erf  Mecklenberg 
be  relevant  10, 50,  a  hundred,  a  Liberty  Commission  .of  tire  Community  Church  in 
thousand  years  from  now."  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Charlotte,  N.C. 

Timothy  George  also  said  foe  (SBC)  in  Nashville;  R.  Albert 
-  ..  «  i  ?  president  of  Call  to  faithfulness 

i  Seminary  in  Dockery  said,  "Not  unlike 
Louisville,  Ky.;  and  Daniel  foe  1934  Barmen  Declaration 
are  Akin,  president  of  Southeastern  [the  statement  of  the  confessing 
ay-  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  church  in  Nazi  Germany  1,  foe 
Land  said,  "It  was  an  honor  Manhattan  Declaration  is  a 
and  a  privilege  to  be  a  part  of  clarion  call  for  Christians  of 
the  process  that  produced  foe  every  tradition  to  stand  togeth- 
document.  It  is  a  sterling  and  er  in  biblical  faithfulness  for 
forthright  declaration  of  first  foundational  matters  of  society 
principles.  To  paraphrase  and  culture  like  commitments 
Martin  Luther.  Here  we  stand;  to  life,  marriage  and  family... 
we  can  do  no  other."  "I  pray  that  God  will  use  this 

Two  former  SBC  entity  declaration  among  leaders  and 


ument:  laity  in  churches,  foe  academy 
esident  and  parachurch  organizations 
iristian  to  jom  hands  together  for  foe 
le  who  sake  of  the  kingdom  of  God." 
jsident.  The  declaration  acknowl- 
erpres-  edges  that  the  "whole  scope 
nerican  of  Christian  moral  concern" 
on  to  includes  a  "special  concern 
er  SBC  for  the  poor  and  vulnerable," 
ng  the  but  that  the  current  status  of 
ranam,  the  three  categories  in  the 
nwood  document  leaves  the  signers 

aIIii  Wnokf  ® 


especially  troubled 


1.  Charles  M.  Gentry,  of  Clinton,  81,  died  Nov.  6  after  an 
extended  illness.  A  memorial  service  was  held  at  Morrison 
Heights  Church  in  Clinton  Nov.  10.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  and  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worm,  Tex.  Gentry  was  a  Mississippi  Baptist  pastor 
for  over  56  years,  serving  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Prentiss  Co.; 
Osborne  Creek  Church,  Booneville;  Thrasher  Church, 
Thrasher;  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc;  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton;  interim  pastor,  Easthaven 
Church,  Brookhaven;  founding  pastor  of  Wynndale 
Church,  Terry;  Farmhaven  Church,  Canton;  and  Midway 
Church,  Jackson.  He  was  active  in  denominational  life, 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  secretaiy  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Executive  Committee;  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  member  of  the  board  of  ministerial  education.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Catherine  Lowry  Gentry;  five 
sons,  Charlie  Gentry  (Arm),  of  Wichita,  Kan.;  Mark  Gentry 
(Angela),  of  Kennesaw,  Ga.;  Jerry  Gentry  (Tina  Pippin)  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  John  Gentry  (Holly),  Madison;  Pat  Gentry, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  daughter,  Joanie  Tarbet  (Bruce), 
Clinton.  He  is  also  survived  by  eight  grandsons,  three 
granddaughters,  two  great-granddaughters,  and  a  host  of 
nieces  ananephews. 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  - 
Iranian  women  who  are  com 
to  Christianity  were  released 
November  18  after  being  held  in 
Tehran's  notorious  Evin  Prison 
since  March  5. 

Marzieh  Amirizadeh,  30,  and 
Maryam  Rostampour,  27,  were 
released  without  bail  after  256 
days  in  jail,  but  they  still  face 
charges  of  apostasy  (conversion 
from  Islam  to  Christianity),  the 
human  rights  organization 
International  Christian  Concern 
(ICC)  reported  within  hours  after 
their  release.  No  court  date  has 
been  set  bv  Iranian  authorities. 


m 


We  were  bom  in  Muslim 


continued 


they  replied,  'We  have  no  regrets.' 
Then  he  stated  emphatically,  'You 
should  renounce  your  faith  ver¬ 
bally  and  in  written  form.'  They 
.stood  firm  and  replied,  'We  will 
not  deny  our  faith. 

"During  one  tense  moment 
in 


|  ° 
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First  Church ,  Hattiesburg ,  dedicates  new  campus  to  reaching  unchurched 


HATTIESBURG,  Ms. 
(Special)  —  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  marked  the 
move  to  their  new  campus  in 
early  October  with  activities 
that  included  a  church-wide 
cookout,  a  fun  run  from  the 
former  campus  to  the  new 
campus,  prayer  walks  at  the 
new  campus,  and  reading  the 
Bible  cover  to  cover,  out  loud, 
around  the  dock,  in  the  new 
auditorium. 

Almost  1900  people  crowd¬ 
ed  into  the  new  1500-seat 
auditorium  for  the  first  wor¬ 
ship  service.  (Almost  400  sat 
in  the  atrium.)  The  church  has 
experienced  a  39%  growth 
rate  in  attendance  since  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  new  facility  in 
October 

"This  is  not  just  z  move,  it's 
a  movement,"  said  pastor  Jeff 
Powell.  "ChurdN  growth  con¬ 
sultants  tell  us  that  almost  70% 
of  Mmissippians  are 
unchurched.  Those  are  the  peo¬ 
ple  we  are  interested  in  reach¬ 
ing.  We  like  to  say  that  we  are  a 
church  for  people  who  have 
given  up  on  church," 

Church  member  Kathi 
Russell  commented  on 
Face  book,  "The  service  was 
awesome  I  could  really  feel 


God's  power  moving.  Please 
come  see  for  yourself...  we 
would  love  to  have  you." 
Peggy  Shanks  Wrote,  *1  came 
to  visit  with  my  kids...  The 
service  was  awesome.  The 
new  building  is  beautiful." 
Natasha  Wallace  added, 
"What  an  awesome  experi¬ 
ence  this  morning!"  Michelle 
Heinzeroth  wrote,  "The  music 
was  fantastic!  The  church  is 
awesome  ...1  also  can't  wait 
until  this  Sunday,  and  the  next 
Sunday,  and  the  next.. .and  the 
next  —  well,  you  get  it!" 

The  new  auditorium  is  the 
third  building’on  the  church's 
38-acre  campus,  located  at 
4142  Lincoln  Road  just  east  of 
Interstate  59. 

A  Student  Ministry  build¬ 
ing  was  completed  two  years 
ago,  and  last  year  a  new 
Children's  Ministry  building 
was  completed. . 

"I  think  the  biggest  chal¬ 
lenge  to  our  growth  will  be 
people  getting  used  to  actual¬ 
ly  having  fun  at  church," 
Powell  said.  "When  people 
enjoy  something,  they  think  it 
must  be  shallow,  but  Jesus 
taught  in  such  a  way  that  peo¬ 
ple  could  understand  it. 
That's  what  we're  doing." 


FIRST  WORSHIP  —  Members  and  visitors  celebrate  the  first  Sunday  worship  in  the  new 
seat  auditorium  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg.  Celebration  activities  included  a  cookout,  a 
and  a  continuous  reading  of  the  Bible.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of  t  ee  Cave)  ' 
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T _ [ - k  indicator  of  these  the  source  of  pride  but  tire 

DIES  FOR  L 

it  but  walking  civil  wars.  Frustrated  done.  An  urj  ,  „  ' 

lesson  desires  for  every  kind  of  per-  is  focused  on  self.  (Vs.  3).  In 
effects  sonal  pleasure  erupted  in  the  verse  four  James  used  the  Old 
effects  church's  life.  What  seemed  to  Testament  principle  of  spiritual 
be  the  problem  and  what  adultery.  When  Israel  commit- 
Us  actually  was  the  problem  in  ted  idolatry,  the  nation  was 
the  church  were  two  different  labeled  as  "adulteress"  (  Hosea 

9).  God  is  a  jealous  God.  His  devil  will 
love  is  so  passionate  toward 
mankind  that  He  will  not  share 
from  the  word  His  love  with  any  rival  (Vs.  5). 

What  Humility  Does  for  Us 

_ 01  | ■■  i  ■ .  _ 

tights  chief  goal  in  life.  In  context  of  Pride  is  the  opposite  of 
ihes  or  this  verse,  James  did  not  refer  humility.  "Pride"  in  verse  six 

_ _ _ _  red  his  to  sexual  pleasures  but  to  pas-  paints  a  picture  of  one  who 

lion  with  another  ques-  sions  for  power  and  influence  shows  himself  above  his  fel- 
What  is  the  source  of  the  in  the  church  that  resulted  in  lows.  God  resists  die  proud. 

?  The  source  comes  from  wars.  It  is  a  picture  of  two  peo-  "Resists"  is  a 
trife  within  the  members  pie  desiring  the  same  thing  and  "meaning'  to  take  one  s  post 
ie  body.  This  means  "we  unwilling  to  share  it.  So  they  tion  ap  '  " 

it  war  inwardly  so  it  is  fight  over  it  with  an  attitude  of  _  1  “ 

or  the  highway." 


James 


t/  James  used  the  word  engulfed  in  wars  that  charac- 
"humbie,"  not  in  thb  sense  of  terize  some  churches  today, 
humiliating  oneself,  but  James  did  not  teach  that 

_ _ _ _ acknowledging  and  accepting  anger,  disagreement,  and 

this  atti-  one's  unworthmess  in  the  pres-  debates  were  wrong  as  such. 

ence  of  God.  These  can  be  legitimate  and 

Humility  is  the  proper  posi-  constructive.  But  if  these  have 
tion  for  repentance.  James  a  foundation  of  one's  personal 
called  his  readers  to  '"cleanse  frustration,  that  is  a  concern, 
life  your  hands"  referring  to  out-  Sadly,  too  many  Baptist 
ward  cleansing  and  for  inward  churches  are  known  for  wor- 
deansing  ("purify  your  ship  wars,  budget  battles, 
hearts")  (Vs.  8).  Repentance  is  church  staff  skirmishes,  and 
and  should  be  taken  very  seri-  personality  dashes.  In  many 
ously  (Vs.  9).  Such  repentance  cases  these  have  left  lingering 
is  met  with  God's  grace  and  the  legacies  that  hinders  the  proper 
~  ;;i  "flee,  and  such  functions  of  the  church.  But 

resistance  will  be  maintained  even  more  so  church  fights 
(Vs.  7).  Humility  will  also  keep  scandalize  God's  reputation  of 
one  from  unjustified  criticisms  who  He  really  is. 
of  others  (Vs.  11-12).  The  path  to  renewal  is  to 

What  God's  Will  Does  it.  Us  declare  war  on  church  wars. 

4:13-17:  The  enemy  believers'  face  is 

Pride  is  also  marked  by  an  sin.  Verses  seven  through  nine 
arrogant  attitude  that  negates  .ire  a  dear  call  for  repentance. 
Goos  will  in  one's  plans.  James  Harold  S.  Songer  wrote, 
reminded  his  readers  that  they  "Repentance  needs  to  be  spedf- 
y  term  did  not  know  about  tomorrow,  ic,  not  general.  If  we  fight  as  we 
*  i  i-  "Believers  should  project  no  should,  Satan  will  flee  . . 

to  meet  plans  and  make  no  moves  except - ; — - . 

in  battle,  to  set  oneself  against"  m  the  knowledge  that  we  are  Anderson  is  Transitional 
(Spires  Zodhiates,  The  Labor  of  absolutely  subject  to  toe  Lord"  Pastor,  Tremont  First  Baptist 
Love,  p.  256).  But  God  is  not  (L  B.  G,  Foy  Valentine,  p.  88).  Church,  Tremont. _ 

I  stanzas  of  this  mar-  Yes,  Lord,  *  You  are  my  Teach  the  Word,  I  tori:  as  a 
velous  song  of  our  Comforter.  Your  promise  rings  dear  message  to  my  heart! 
faith"  (Smith).  forth  dramatically  in  Handers  So  wrap  yourself  m  the  gar- 

live  The  Word,  w.  1-8  Messiah:  "Comfort  ye,  comfort  ment  of  God's  light  and  sing  to 
Yes,  God,  You  are  ye  my  people,'  saith  your  the  Lord  all  your  life.  May  my 
suffident.  Scripture  God!"  (Isaiah  40:1  KJV).  meditation  be  pleasing  toHunas 

promise:  "God  will  "About  a  week  before  the  I  rejoice  andam  glad  in  Hun!  (Ps. 
supply  all  your  death  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  he  104:2, 33, 34). 
needs  in  Christ  told  his  son-in-law,  Lockhart,  Read  and  browse  anew 
Jesus"  (Phil.  4:19).  'Read  to  me  from  the  Book.'  through  the  familiar  Psalm  119, 
dunan  Tfeasure  The  Word,  w.  When  asked  what  hoc*.  Scott  full  of  references  to  follow  and 
9.jj  said,  'Need  you  ask?  There  is  obey.  Matthew  Henryk  father 

Yes,  the  "Word  of  God  is  pow-  but  one.'  "  advised  reading  a  verse  oi 

erful!"  (Hebrews  4:12  KJV).  Get  a  Yes,  Lord,  You  are  eternal!  Psalm  119  every  morning  to 
new  Baptist  Hymhal  (LifeWay,  "In  the  beginning,  GOD!"  meditate  upon  and  thus  go  over 
2008)  and  read  Responsive  "The  grass  withers,  the  flower  the  Psalm  twice  in  the  year. 
R-rading  #339  in  private  or  capo-  fades,  but  the  Word  of  our  '"That  will  bnngyou  *°  be  m 
rai  worship.  Notice:  eleven  vere-  God  will  last  forever!"  (Gen.  love  with  all  the  rest  of  the 
es  an  Tugted  from  Psalm  119.  1:1;  Is.  40:8).  Scrip^f* 

StudV*The_W6rtL  w.  1Z-16  Yes,  Lord,  You  are  wonder-  love  to  the  Word  of  God  grows 

Hundreds  of  diUdren  and  ful.  You  are  The  Word  (John  (Philip Henry). Let usbe enthu 
their  Vacation  Bible  School  teach-  1:1),  "Wonderful  Counselor,  siastic  readers  of  God  s  Word 
era  teamed  parts  of  two  verses  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  PRAYER: 

from  Psalm  fl9  when  reciting:  "I  Father,  and  Prince  of  Peace*  Praise  Yoa  deal  Lord  Cted 
pledge  allegiance  to  the  BIBLE,  (Isaiah  9:6).  ,  You  are  sufficient,  powerful 

God's  HolyWord  and  will  make  Preachers  and  teachers  faith-  comforting  eternal  and  wonder 
it  a 'lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a  light  fully  prepare,  preach  and  teach  ful!  Like  the  Psalmist,  we  want  h 
unto  my  path'  and  'hide  its  God's  truth.  Recently  during  a  live  according  to  y^r  Word 
words  in  my  heart  that  I  may  not  revival  meeting,  the  word  of  Humbly  we  aek  your  help!  In  th. 
sin  against  God'  ~  (105  and  11).  God  came  dearly  to  me  about  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 
AmyGrant  and  Michael  W.  whether  or  not  to  accept  a  . 

Smith  cause  verse  105  to  sing  in  teaching  position  in  our  church.  Coughman  teoches  the  tUbte  an 
our  hearts.  Sing:  'Thy  Word"  The  sermon  outline:  "Read  the  sings  in  two  choirs  at  First  Oturd 

vw  J  «ir.  *  *  t _  .L  _  UI _ I _ J 


In  verse  one  James  raised  a  things  (  J;  C*  Gregory,  James: 
question  concerning  a  prob-  Faith  Works! ,  p.  80  ). 
tern  that  was  gnawing  away  Tire  English  word  hedonism 

at  the  life  of  the  — — -  - - - 

were  some  believers  nourish-  "lusts"  (Vs.  1),  meaning  that 
ing  conflicts  with  each  other?  pleasure  and  happiness  are  tire 

T-ir. _  "  s-Uiaf  ana  1  in  life  In  /Ymfevt  of 


natural  for  us  to  be  at  wax  It  is  my  way 
outwardly"  (Paul  A.  Cedar,  4:2-5  -  Their  prayer 
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friends  —  even  given  away  the  like  Parker  and  die  Shepards  for  ond  mile.  Hie  first  mile  is  out  of  *  he  held,"  Fort  said.  "With  tears 
family  dog  — when  they  got  die  their  commitment  and  passion,  duty,  the  second  mile  is  out  of  streaming  down  his  face  the 
news  their  appointment  was  calling  diem  die  "best  of  the  love.  Hie  first  mile  is  what  you  young  man  said  to  me  through 
being  delayed  until  2010,  best,"  m  Ugh*  of  the  IMB  limiting  do  under  ordinary  conditions;  his  interpreter  'Could  Ckxi  use 
potentially  leaving  them  m  Siiiumber  of  new  appointments  the  second  mile  is  what  you  do  someone  like  me  as  a  missionary 
limbo  for  six  months  or  more,  to  the  most  strategic  assignments,  under  difficult  conditions  around  the  world?' 

Now  they  won't  have  to  wait  "Their  testimonies  are  dear.  "One  of  the  most  important  "Friends,  1  felt  so  ashamed. .. 
and  are  already  preparing  for  Their  commitment  is  unquea-  things  you  can  do  pastoring  because  there  are  people  that 

their  assignment  m  Afla.  tionable.  Their  identity  as  people  ts  to  go  to  your  church  have  far  greater  capadty  and 

The  Shepards  previously  Southern  Baptists  is  without  and  say.  This  year  we  don't  care  ability  than  that  young  man  has, 
served  15  years  with  the  IMB  apology  and  their  call  —  God's  how  hard  foe  economy  is,  how  who  today  are  unwilling  to  go," 
but  left  foe  field  in  2004  so  their  call  on  their  lives  —  is  so  evi-  strong  foe  recession  is,  we're  Fort  said.  "We  as  Southern 

daughter  could  attend  high  dent,"  Chitwood  said.  *  going  to  do  more  for  interna-  Baptists  claim  to  be  a  mission- 

school  in  the  United  States.  He  cautioned  that  the  extra  bona)  missions  through  the  ary  people  and  we  are,  but  we 
"We're  thrilled  to  be  missionar-  gifts  making  it  possible  for  Lottie  Moon  offering  than  we've  only  have  [5,500}  missionaries 
ies  again,"  Audrey  Shepard  many  of  foe  new  missionaries  ever  done  before,"  Hankins  engaging  96%  of  foe  world's 
said. 'We  nave  seen  now  its  for  to  go  would  have  been  given  in  added.  "This  is  what  is  demand-  population  and  if  we  as 
missionaries  that  are  sent  with-  vain  without  Southern  Baptists'  ed  by  difficult  times,  and  we're  Southern  Baptists  would  simply 
out  foe  support  that  Southern  continued  support  to  keep  foe  going  to  go  the  second  mile."  send  one  percent  of  the  10  mil- 

Baptist  missionaries  have,  and  missionaries  on  the  field.  Bon  active  members...  we  would 

we  know  that  in  this  economy  "In  foe  midst  erf  this  Special  appointees  have  100,000  missionaries, 

they  must  be  really  struggling.  unprecedented  opportunity  all  Gordon  Fort,  IMB  vice  presi-  "While  a  young  man  like  that 
*We  don't  have  thatburaen  over  foe  world,  we  fire!  our-  dent  of  global  strategy,  pointed  is  willing  to  go  and  should  go, 
as  Southern  Baptists...  We  am  be  selves  ...  paring  back  our  mis-  out  the  special  significance  of  there  are  many  of  us  that  might 
on  the  field,  drawing  people  into  sionary  force  because  of  a  lack  having  Korean  Americans  and  consider  the  possibility  that  we 
the  kingdom,  and  not  think  erf  funding,"  Chitwood  said,  deaf  Americans  among  the  are  foe  ones  to  take  this  Gospel 
about  where  our  next  paycheck  "As  exdted  as  we  are  to  see  appointees.  He  lauded  the  into  some  of  these  last  rem  lining 
is  coining  from,  and  that's  a  these  55  new  missionaries  more  than  200  Korean  strongholds  around  the  world 
tremendous  blessing,"  Mrs.  appointed,  and  as  grateful  as  Americans  now  serving  with 

Shepard  said.  "We  have  faith  in  we  are  to  Louisiana  Baptists  for  the  IMB,  as  well  as  the  growing  President's  challenge 

Southern  Baptists  that  they  will  [helping  to]  make  it  possible,  number  of  deaf  missionaries.  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin 

never  let  their  missionaries  go  in  my  prayer  is  that  you  will  be  There  are  more  than  30  tMB  concluded  the  appointment  ser- 
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